[Rejection and tripterygium wilfordii treated small bowel allografts in pigs: pathological studies].
Segmental small bowel allografts in pigs were examined histologically to elucidate the rejection process. The specimens were obtained by biopsy at regular intervals after transplantation. Early characteristics of acute rejection were marked by infiltration of mononuclear cells in the lamina propria. Moderate rejection showed increased infiltrated mononuclear cells and mucosal lesions. Mucosal necrosis occurred in the acute phase of rejection. Rejection was seen in the animals that received only low-dose cyclosporin A but not in those treated with tripterygium wilfordii (TW) and low-dose cyclosporin A. These results suggest that mucosal biopsy as a way of monitoring rejection can show sequential pattern of changes. Normal morphological appearance of TW-treated allografts confirmed that TW is an effective immunosuppressant.